
MAY 2010 
NEWSLETTER

May 30th will be “Back to Nature 
Sunday” Wear shorts & sandals.  

Also we will be planting the flower 
beds after a shortened service so 
bring flowers to plant and gloves 

and garden tools.

Bring Mom to church next 
Sunday May 9th for Mother’s Day 
Brunch.  9:30am in the Fellowship 

Hall

Join us May 16th in Celebration for 
Laramie Brinkman's Confirmation

The Annual Meeting is May 23rd following 
Worship Services.

May is Fruity & Fresh Spring 
For our May food drive we will be focusing on Fruity & 

Fresh and asking that you bring in canned fruit and fruit 
juices.  All donations go to Lutheran Social Services.



We are the church, the body of our Lord,
we are all God’s children and we have been restored.

Worship is a time of celebration. We gather together where ever we are and become church. Not the noun 
“church” but the verb “church.” We become what we do together, we become what God has called us to be, and 
we become the word active in the world in word and deed. We become collectively and individually a part of the 
Body of Christ.

The church is not a building where people go to pray;
it’s not made out of sticks and stones, it’s not made out of clay.

Buildings have walls, which may seem like a good thing in Alaska, helps keep the cold out. It also helps keep 
people out. For many, funerals and weddings are the entry point to the church. Hopefully it is for someone else’s 
funeral, but not always. Walls hide what goes on inside the building and for many, what goes on in there is mys-
terious, corny and outdated. But there are those times, the passages in life, where the unchurched or largely 
unchurched are drawn to fill the void in their hearts. Sometimes they come to worship for special holidays, but 
they are always the children of God, working to connect with the word of God in here because we have not ef-
fectively taken the word of God out there. The failing is less on their part than on ours.  The walls also hide our 
eyes from seeing the world where God is calling us to live and be the body of Christ outside the walls.

You can go to worship but you cannot go to church;
You can’t find a building that’s alive no matter how you search.

Worship can be anywhere. Where two or three are gathered is how Jesus puts it in Matthew. Too often, people 
come to worship to find God. They miss the point of worship. Worship is the place to come and celebrate with all 
the other party goers, what God has been doing through you, out there, outside those walls where you, and eve-
ryone else lives their lives. Church is a verb; it is what you are doing away from and outside that building. It is 
the caring for people, serving, listening, checking in, praying, bringing meals, sharing resources, smiling, writing 
letters to government officials, getting involved. Worship is the party where you come together to celebrate all 
you have been doing outside those walls and say “Wow.” It shouldn’t be called a church; it should be called “the 
party place.”

The church is not a business, a committee or a board;
It’s not a corporation for the business of the Lord.

There are constitutions, bylaws, contracts, goals and expectations for sure, but they are not the church. They 
are simply the square hole into which some try to stuff this ever changing blob with no clear defining boarders 
into. The annual report is this collection of data with boxes for; members, baptized and confirmed, ethnicity, lan-
guages spoken, transfer by affirmation and the most important box, statistical adjustment. I would like to see a 
report that indicated somehow, how many people were talked to or ministered to by how many people who may 
in some way or another be connected to this ever changing living body, or ministered to by our web radio, or 
web site or blog or conversations over coffee or received some of the food we provided. There are no boxes or 
business models for that, only chaos theory.  God lives in the chaos of real life.

The church, it is the people, living out their lives,
called, enlightened, sanctified for the work of Jesus Christ.

And the work of Jesus Christ is to bring the whole world back together. It is beating swords into plowshares, it is 
binding up the broken hearted, bringing sight to the blind and light to the world, it is setting free those who are 
bound in their self imposed prisons and asking the hard questions like why so many are locked up in societies 
prisons and finding out what we can do to bring about a change, it is to proclaim the year of the Lord where all 
will be given the economic chance to succeed and strive, it is to forgive and heal and make whole, it is to love, 
actively love all in this world, especially, the unlovable, it is to bring back together all of creation and look at it 
and join with the voice of God pronouncing it good. And it is to be done not by the priest, pastor, rabbi or imam, 
but by all the people of God. Because, remember:

We are the church, the body of our Lord;
We are all God’s children. We have been restored.



Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
May 2010

A very special “Thank You!” 

First I wish to thank you for all the donations to the food pantry.  I am happy to report 
that the number of pounds of food we have received as donations from individuals and 
congregations has increased over last year and for this we are truly thankful.  In the 
month of March we served in the food pantry 888 families or 2,263 individuals.  On April 
13th we assisted a record 81 families in the three hours that we were open.    This is a 
huge increase in the number of families seeking assistance. Our volunteers tell me it 
wasn’t so long ago that they would play darts to pass the time on slow days.   

 A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to greet the students from Anchor Lutheran 
School while they were delivering the food that they had collected at their school.  Each 
month the students pick a specific food item and have a food drive at their school.  Differ-
ent students are selected each month to help solicit the donations and then help deliver 
the food to our pantry. We then have the opportunity to explain our distribution of the 
food and to answer their many questions. A great big thank you to the teachers and staff 
at Anchor Lutheran School for this continued support of our ministry.

Thank you to the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts for their food drive in April as they col-
lected 62,000 pounds of food for the Food Bank of Alaska which LSSA will receiving our 
fair share of that food.  

As you read this many of you will have or will shortly be participating in one or two of the 
fundraisers for LSSA in the month of May. The first event on May 1st   was the WHODUNIT 
Dinner organized by Susie Mikkelsen and a great group of volunteers.    Thank you to the 
planning committee, the actors, the servers and most importantly to those who donated 
to our fundraiser.  You’ll have to ask someone who attended to find out WHODUNIT!

The second event is the annual Alaska Visitors Industry Charity Walk on May 7th.  If you 
are reading this before that date you can still participate by calling Kristine at the LSSA 
office at 272-0643 ext.223.  Thank you all who walked on LSSA Grazers team.

And if this isn’t enough for the first week of May the Letter Carriers’ are having a food 
drive on Saturday, May 8th.  Simply put your non-perishable donation in a bag by your 
mailbox and they will deliver it to the Food Bank of Alaska where LSSA will get our fair 
share.  There are volunteer opportunities to help with this drive.  Please call Kristine at 
the LSSA office at 272-0643 ext 223 to learn more.

Pick. Click. Give.  If you filed your PFD dividend online and you had trouble using the 
system in the first few days of 2010 and would like to add or change your pledge, you 
have until May 31, 2010 to do so.  For more information, go to: www.pfd.state.ak.us

Called to love and serve our neighbors.  Together we can.

Alan Budahl
Executive Director






