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It’s time for the 
10th Annual Alaska Visitor Industry

Charity Walk
aka

5K “Graze to Raise”
Gather your friends, family, co-workers and appetites 

and mark your calendars for
Friday, May 7th at 6:00pm

Starting at the Dena’ina Center you will walk your way through down-
town Anchorage as you stop at different food stations along the way.

For more information and a registration form, go to 
www.alaskacharitywalk.org

or call Kristine at LSSA office at 272-0643 ext. 223
Registration and money are due May 2nd to Kristine.
She will pick up bibs for all of us who register as a

LSSA Grazer.
Remember to sign up for the LSSA team, so that the dollars you raise go towards 

our ministry here at Lutheran Social Services of Alaska.

LSSA’s WHODUNIT Dinner.
Tables are filling fast for the first ever LSSA’s 
WHODUNIT Dinner.  This fundraiser for LSSA 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st at Hilltop 
Chalet at 6:30pm and promises to be a fun 

evening including dinner catered by Chef Al of the Kincaid Grill. 
Seating is $75.00 per person and all you need to do is call 
Kristine at the LSSA office at 272-0643 ext. 223 to reserve 

your seat.  If you cannot make the event, you can still support 
us by purchasing a raffle ticket for a selection of Wines or Beer 

to stock your cellars.
“Come see Pastor Dan play the part of Daniel Boone of Boone’s Farm” 



Fear and Doubt in the upper room
At our Easter worship we celebrated and experienced the resurrection.  The women have seen and told the 
disciples, Peter has looked in the empty tomb, bread was broken and Jesus was recognized.  After all this, 
the church was not began, this is my body broken for you, this is my blood  shed for you and for all people, 
had not begun.  We start off the Sunday after the resurrection with the disciples still in fear behind those 
locked doors, looking for a way out, but not daring to take it.
Fear is a powerful tool.  It kept the disciples behind the doors.  It allowed the disciples to blame the one dis-
ciple who dared leave as a doubter, while they were still behind those walls.  Fear, one of the main obsta-
cles overcome on the cross was still in control and was about to overtake the church before it was born.  
Into this fear, Jesus came and offered forgiveness, the Spirit, boldness, and slowly moved them and the 
church outside the walls.
Fear continues to hold us back.  Fear keeps us building walls in our society and in our churches. Fear keeps 
us using the same format for worship, if we change it, or the music, perhaps the God who created all things, 
and knows our hearts far better than you and I will not understand.  If we include “those people” in our soci-
ety, everything will fall down.  If we don’t do anything about climate change we may   well start a cataclysmic 
response that could destroy civilization, which may be easier to take than changing our lifestyle today. Even 
the Gen X slogan of “fear not” is based on a fear of missing something.  Fear is never rational, but rather 
stifles the rational under a sea of “what if?” Fear holds us back in the world.
Into this fear filled world, behind the locked doors of the upper room and the inner chambers of our hearts, 
comes the risen Christ.  Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any they are forgiven.  You are 
now the embodiment of God’s grace on earth.  Even though there are numerous places in the scripture 
where the angels announce “fear not” I think it is less about chiding us for having fear than it is about en-
couraging us to face those fears and to move forward in spite of them.
On the cross, Jesus died for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Earlier, he took the bread and broke it, no more 
the life of a sacrificial animal, but rather the joy of sacrificially sharing our meal, our means, our relationships 
with one another.  He then took the cup and blessed and gave it to all to drink saying, This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, no more scapegoats, no 
more sacrificial bloodletting on the altar of our world, no more grudges as the foundations for the walls in our 
lives.  Only forgiveness, for you, and for your enemy and a call to come together around a meal and work 
things out as brothers and sisters who are loved by your heavenly Father.  No more fear of getting to 
heaven, no more fear of hell, rather the calling of heaven where we will finally see one another as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.
Even though the tomb is empty and the upper room is empty, we continue to 
build the walls that separate us, and the love of God provides the means to 
tear them down.  So if you have doubts, welcome to the club, they are the 
ants in the pants of faith, they keep it up and moving.  If you have fears, wel-
come to the club, but face them knowing you are a child of God, saved by the 
grace of God and you are never alone.  If you are hiding behind walls, Jesus 
comes and stands beside you, not to give you comfort within the walls, but to 
give you the strength to break them down from the inside out and start to live 
as a child of God.  Welcome to God’s world, outside the walls of fear and 
doubt and into the sunshine of new life..  Now live it!!

—Pastor Dan



April “Baby” Showers
For our April food drive we will be collecting 
baby items. The biggest need is for dry for-
mula and disposable diapers. (No clothes or 
toys please) Please start bringing in your 
baby gifts on April 11th.  All donations go to 
Lutheran Social Services.   

Road Rally
Team, family-friendly afternoon activity of 
solving clues and puzzles, finding answers, 
and going to places
• April 11th, starts at the Rabbit Creek Commu-
nity Church
  Registration is from 1:30 - 2:00pm
  Main event begins at 2:00pm
  Picnic dinner (provided) to follow at 4:00
  Winners announced and prizes awarded at 4:45
  Please RSVP by the 5th of April, 2010
• Fund-raiser for the Eagle Scout Project of Kohl 
Keil
  Proceeds go towards the construction of a 
stroller shelter at Clare House
• Drivers for the event must be at least 18 and 
show proof of insurance at check-in.
~~team registration prices~~
  5 and less - $40
  6 and over - $60
teams are limited to one vehicle
• Please contact Kohl Keil for more information 
and registration forms at
(907)-644-3040 or k.keil@earthlink.net

Wanted Photographers, full time or part 
time:Photographers wanted to take pic-
tures of activities and people at Christ Our 
Savior Lutheran and post them on the 
church photo blog.  You do not have to be 
here every Sunday or at every event and 
you will receive training and passwords to 
post the pictures.  If you can put digital 
photos on your computer then you have 
passed the qualifications for this job.  Call
Or e-mail Pastor Dan if interested.
bollerud@gci.net......  Or   306-3047

High School & Middle School 
students are invited to a synod event 

on April 23-24
Gloria Dei is hosting the Synod Assembly this 
year and are now offering opportunities for 
the youth to get involved.  The synod is offer-
ing a night full of service, learning, and fun.  It 
will start at Gloria Dei with games, worship, 
dinner, a service project, and a learning ex-
perience.  Then they’ll head to the Alaska 
Club South where they’ll be “locked-in” for 
most the night. At the club they’ll swim, play 
basketball, watch movies and more.  Then 
they’ll catch a few hours of sleep and join in 
on the closing of the assembly.  Youth from 
across the state will be coming to the event.  
It will start at 4:00pm on April 23rd and finish 
by noon on the 24th.  The cost of the event is 
$30.00 and registration is due by April 11th.
A registration form is attached to this newslet-
ter.

Among the Triennial Gathering speakers 
will be Leymah Gbowee, a Lutheran from 
Liberia who headed up the interfaith, fe-
male-led efforts that brought peace to 
Liberia after years of civil war. She is 
currently director of Women and Peace 
Security Network Africa and was recently 
in the U.S. to speak to members of Con-
gress about the prevention of violence 
against women and girls. 

We're also hard at work assembling 
workshop topics and presenters. Is there 
a topic you would like to see explored in 
a workshop at the Gathering? Drop us a 
line: women.elca@elca.org
Alaska Synod Triennial Gathering Pro-
moter is Carol Dahl at cddahl1@gci.net
for other questions.



Exciting new grant program from Thrivent Financial 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has launched Thrivent Choice—a new charitable grant
program and benefit of membership in the organization. Thrivent Financial members 16
and older can help choose where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its
charitable funds each year.

Members can participate in the first Voting Event now!
It’s quick. It’s easy. And it can make a big difference. Help choose where Thrivent 
Financial distributes $1 million in outreach funds among 10 Lutheran and non-Lutheran 
charities. Vote for one of these 10 organizations:

• ELCA World Hunger • WELS Humanitarian Aid Committee • LCMS World 
Mission • American Heart Association • LCMS World Relief and Human Care •
Feed My Starving Children • Lutheran Disaster Response • Habitat for Humanity •
Lutheran Malaria Initiative • Thrivent Financial Should Select* • WELS Committee 
on Relief

Each organization receives a portion of the $1 million, based on the percentage of votes 
it receives.

Vote now
Learn more about these organizations and cast your vote at 

T h r i v e n t . c o m / c h o i c e v o t e . Or, complete the reply card in the spring
issue of T h r i v e n t

$1 million bonus!
magazine. Voting is open April 19–May 21.
If more than 350,000 members vote, just 15% of membership, Thrivent Financial will 
distribute a bonus $1 million to these national organizations.
Voting Events are one part of the Thrivent Choice program. The second component, 
Choice Dollars, will launch this summer.

*  If you choose the Thrivent Financial Should Select option, Thrivent Financial will use 
these funds to help the organizations aid individuals and communities in need.
program and if you participate in any Voting Events, this means you agree to the 

Terms and Conditions. Visit Thrivent.com/choicevote for details.
Participating in Voting Events is subject to the Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent 
Choice

Thrivent.com 
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